
 

 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

Hurricane Helene Storm Debris Removal  
 

for 
Lowcountry Regional Water System 

 
Issued: February 18, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

HAMPTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Debris Removal 

 
RFP DUE DATE/TIME:    February 28, 2025 
 
RFP NUMBER:     2025-01 
 
POINT OF RECEIPT:    Attn: Blake Hodge 

Field Operations Manager 
Lowcountry Regional Water System 
513 Elm St West 
Hampton, SC 29924 
 

 
The Lowcountry Regional Water System is requesting proposals from contractors to remove, and 
or chip in place storm debris related to fallen trees, limbs, shrubs bushes etc. that was the result 
of Hurricane Helene impacting the Lowcountry Regional Water and Sewer System in multiple 
areas across its system in Hampton County South Carolina. Services shall be all inclusive of 
labor and materials to fulfill the scope of services as identified in the proposal documents.  
 
In order to submit a proposal, please read and comply with the requirements listed in the General 
Information and Instructions section of the proposal documents. 
 
 
Inquiries - All inquiries concerning this Request for Proposal (RFP) shall be addressed to the 
Field Operations Manager. Contact with other departments or representatives without 
permission of the Field Operations Manager may render your proposal void. 
 
An original of your proposal shall be submitted by the due date above. Outside of package must 
be clearly marked with RFP number and project description above. 
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SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Sealed proposals shall be enclosed and secured in an envelope/package and properly marked and 
displayed on outside of envelope/package bearing the name and address of the licensed 
contractor “if applicable”, proposal number, and project identification. Lowcountry Regional 
Water System shall not be responsible for unidentified proposals. Proposals shall be addressed to 
 

Blake Hodge, Field Operations Manager 
Lowcountry Regional Water System 
513 Elm St West  
Hampton, SC 29924 
 

Hand delivered proposals should be delivered to the same above referenced address. 
 
Proposals shall be submitted no later than February 28, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST at which time all 
proposals will be opened and read aloud. Proposals received later than the deadline will be 
returned unopened. Proposer’s mailing their proposal must allow a sufficient mail delivery 
period to insure timely receipt of their proposal. Lowcountry Regional Water System is not 
responsible for proposals delayed by mail and/or delivery services of any nature. 
 
Prior to submitting a proposal, each proposer shall carefully examine the RFP document, study 
and thoroughly familiarize himself/herself with the specifications/requirements thereof and 
notify Lowcountry Regional Water System of any conflicts, errors, or discrepancies. 
 
All proposals shall remain firm for at least sixty (60) calendar days from the date of receipt. 
 
By submission of a proposal, the proposer guarantees that all goods and services meet the 
requirements of the solicitation during the contract period. 
 
Failure to submit all required information may be determined as a non-responsive proposal. 
 
Questions – All questions concerning this solicitation must be submitted in writing and directed  
to the Field Operations Manager by email blake.hodge@lowcountrywater.com. Proper reference 
to this Request for Proposals is required.  
 
The deadline for submitting questions is February 26, 2025 at 2:00 pm EST, five (5) 
calendar days prior to the affixed date for receipt of proposals. Verbal information obtained 
otherwise will not be considered in the awarding of the proposal. 
 
Addendum to Proposal – If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFP, an Addendum 
will be issued in writing to all prospective proposer’s on file whom have received this 
solicitation as well as listing it on the Lowcountry Regional Water System website under Current 
Bid Opportunities https://www.lowcountrywater.com/current-bid-opportunities. All addenda 
issued by Lowcountry Regional Water System must be acknowledged in writing by the proposer 
on the appropriate form, and a copy returned with their response. 
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Deviations – Any deviations from the Scope of Work indicated herein must be submitted in 
writing and clearly noted and explained in detail on a separate form and attached to the submitted 
proposal; otherwise, it will be considered that items/services offered are in strict compliance with 
this solicitation and the successful proposer shall be held accordingly responsible. 
 
Any deviations within a submitted proposal between prices quoted and restated in the summation 
sheet shall be resolved by the General Manager as being the lower price, unless the proposer 
requests in writing, a correction or withdrawal of proposal prior to the date and time set for 
receipt of proposals. 
 
Certificate of Familiarity – The attached Certificate of Familiarity and Non-Collusion must be 
completed and returned with proposal. Failure to include this form may be cause for rejection of 
a proposal.  
 
Signature – A proposal shall be made in the official name of the proposer or firm under which 
business is conducted (showing the official business address) and must be signed in ink by a 
person duly authorized to legally bind the person, partnership, company, or corporation 
submitting the proposal. 
 
Additional Information – Proposer’s are to include all applicable requested information and 
may include any additional information they wish to be considered pertinent to this solicitation. 
Additional information shall be a separate section of the proposal, and shall be clearly identified 
as such. 
 
Amendments, Withdrawals, and Mistakes – Offers, amendments or withdrawal requests must 
be received by the time advertised for RFP closing. Proposals may be withdrawn by the proposer 
prior to, but not after, the time set for RFP closing. Mistakes may be crossed-out and corrections 
inserted adjacent thereto, and shall be initialed, in ink, by the person signing the proposal. 
 
Confidential Information – Proposer’s must clearly mark as “Confidential” each part of their 
offer, which they consider proprietary information that could be exempt from disclosure under 
Subarticle 7 Public Access to Procurement Information, Section 11-35-410, Code of Laws of 
South Carolina, 1976 as amended. If any part is designated as “confidential”, there must be 
attached to that part an explanation of how this information fits within one or more categories 
listed in Section 11-35-410. Lowcountry Regional Water System reserves the right to determine 
whether this information should be exempt from disclosure and no legal action may be brought 
against Lowcountry Regional Water System or its agents for its determination in this regard. 
 
Award of Contract – If awarded, this contract will be awarded to the proposer whose proposal 
is within the competitive range and determined to be in the best interest of Lowcountry Regional 
Water System. The Lowcountry Regional Water System will be the sole judge as to whether a 
proposal has or has not satisfactorily met the requirements of this RFP. 
 
The document that will form the contract shall include this entire solicitation, all applicable 
amendments, and the successful proposer’s proposal.  
 
This solicitation does not commit Lowcountry Regional Water System to award a contract, to 
pay any cost incurred in the preparation of a proposal or to procure a contract for this solicitation. 
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Lowcountry Regional Water System reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals 
received as a result of this solicitation, to negotiate with all qualified proposer’s, or to cancel in 
part or in its entirety this solicitation, if it is in the best interest of the Lowcountry Regional 
Water System to do so. Lowcountry Regional Water System reserves the right to interview any, 
all, or none of the respondents. 
 
Assignment of Contract – Once a contract has been put into place; the proposer shall not 
assign, sublet, or transfer the contract without the written consent of the General Manager. 
 
Post Award Changes – After contract award, all changes to the Scope of Work or to the 
specifications must have prior written approval from the General Manager. 
 
Notice of Award – The Notice of Award will be posted at the main office of the Lowcountry 
Regional Water System located at 513 Elm St West, Hampton, SC 29924. 
 
Prohibition of Gratuities – The following applies to all procurements issued by Lowcountry 
Regional Water System: Amended section 8-13-700 and 705 of the 1976 Code of Laws of South 
Carolina states: “Whoever gives or offers to any public official or public employee any 
compensation including a promise of future employment to influence his action, vote, opinion or 
judgment as a public official or public employee or such public official solicits or accepts such 
compensation to influence his action, vote, opinion or judgment shall be subject to the 
punishment as provided by Section 16-9-210 and Section 16-9-220.” 
 
Protest Procedure – Any prospective bidder, offeror, or proposer, who is aggrieved in 
connection with the solicitation document shall protest in writing to the General Manager within 
ten (10) calendar days of the date of issuance of the Request for Proposal or other solicitation 
document, whichever is applicable, or any amendment thereto, if the amendment is at issue. Any 
actual bidder, offeror, or proposer, who is aggrieved in connection with the award of a contract, 
shall protest in writing to the General Manager within five (5) calendar days of the posting of the 
Statement of Award. A protest shall be in writing, submitted to the General Manager, and shall 
set forth the specific grounds of the protest with enough particularity to give notice of the issues 
to be decided. 
 
Contract Administration – Questions or problems arising after award of this contract shall be 
directed to the General Manager by calling 803-943-1006. Copies of all correspondence 
concerning this contract shall be sent to the General Manager, 513 Elm St West, Hampton, SC 
29924. All change orders must be authorized in writing by the General Manager. Lowcountry 
Regional Water System shall not be bound to any change in the original purchase order or 
contract without prior written approval of the General Manager.  
 
Force Majeure – The person, firm or corporation “Awardee” awarded the contract shall not be 
liable for any excess costs if the failure to perform the Contract arises out of causes beyond the 
control and without fault or negligence of the Awardee. Such causes may include, but are not 
restricted to acts of God or of the public enemy, acts of the Government in its sovereign or 
contractual capacity, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantine restrictions, strikes, freight embargoes, 
and unusually severe weather; but in every case the failure to perform must be beyond the 
control and without the fault or negligence of the auditor. If the failure to perform is caused by 
the default of a subcontractor, and if such default arises out of causes beyond the control of both 
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the Awardee and subcontractor, and without the fault or negligence of either of them, the 
Awardee shall not be liable for any excess costs for failure to perform, unless the supplies or 
services to be furnished by the subcontractor were obtainable from other sources in sufficient 
time to permit the Awardee to meet the required delivery schedule. 
 
Publicity Releases – The Awardee agrees not to refer to award of this contract in commercial 
advertising in such a manner as to state or imply that the products or services provided are 
endorsed or preferred by the Lowcountry Regional Water System. With regard to news releases, 
only the name of the Lowcountry Regional Water System, type and duration of contract may be 
used and then only with prior approval of the Lowcountry Regional Water System. The Awardee 
also agrees not to publish, or cite in any form, any comments or quotes from the Lowcountry 
Regional Water System Staff, unless it is a direct quote from the General Manager. 
 
South Carolina Law Clause – Upon award of a contract under this proposal, the person, 
partnership, association or corporation to whom the award is made must comply with the laws of 
South Carolina, which require such person or entity to be authorized and/or licensed to do 
business within the State. Notwithstanding the fact that applicable statutes may exempt or 
exclude the proposer from requirements that it be authorized and/or licensed to do business in 
this State, by submission of this signed bid, the proposer agrees to subject himself to the 
jurisdiction and process of the courts of the State of South Carolina as to all matters and disputes 
arising or to arise under the contract and the performance thereof, including any questions as to 
the liability for taxes, licenses, or fees levied by the State or its political subdivisions. 
 
Affirmative Action – The successful bidder will take affirmative action in complying with all 
Federal and State requirements concerning fair employment and treatment of all employees, 
without regard or discrimination by reason of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or 
physical handicap. 
 
Illegal Immigration Reform Act – Title 8, Chapter 14, Act 280: By submittal of this bid, you 
are certifying that you are in compliance with Title 8, Chapter 14, or that this law is inapplicable 
to you and your subcontractors.  
 

SECTION 2: SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 

The Lowcountry Regional Water System is requesting proposals from contractors to remove, and 
or chip in place storm debris related to fallen trees, limbs, shrubs bushes etc. that was the result 
of Hurricane Helene impacting the Lowcountry Regional Water and Sewer System in multiple 
areas across its system in Hampton County South Carolina. Additional work not provided for in 
this proposal after award shall be negotiated between the Lowcountry Regional Water System 
and the Awardee.  
 
The scope of work shall include but is not necessarily limited to the following: 
 

Provide all labor, materials, tools, equipment, and supervision required for debris 
removal related to Hurricane Helene on properties and or right of ways of 
Lowcountry Regional Water System. 
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 The contractor is required to remove fallen and or damaged trees but shall leave any 
tree stumps and its root balls in place. Trees, limbs and debris less than six (6”) inches 
in diameter may be chipped in place.  

 

Trees greater than six (6”) inches in diameter may be moved to the side edge of right of 
ways as long as it does not cause obstructions to property access etc.  

 
All storm debris that is removed must be transported to an appropriate or designated 
landfill that accepts such storm debris.  

 
Contractor shall adhere to all Local, State and Federal Regulations. 

 

Specific locations of the work is provided in the attached table (Attachment “A”) 
 
 
The proposer shall have or obtain any and all licenses as may be required to provide such 
services including but not limited to state and local business licenses that may be required to 
perform the services.  
 
The awardee shall submit a single invoice for all services, including labor, material and supplies. 
Additional services or work not provided for in the proposal but has been negotiated may be 
invoiced upon completion of the work or service.   
 
The contractor shall provide all labor, materials, equipment and supplies to perform the services 
requested and provided by these documents herein. 
 
The contractor shall provide evidence of workers compensation insurance.  
 
The contractor shall complete the entire work to the satisfaction of the Lowcountry Regional 
Water System and in accordance with the specifications herein mentioned, at the price herein 
agreed upon. All the work, labor, supplies and equipment to be performed and furnished under 
this contract, shall be performed and finished strictly pursuant to, and in conformity with the 
specifications described herein and any directions of the Lowcountry Regional Water System 
representatives as given from time to time during the progress of the work, under the terms of 
this contract. 
 
The contractor shall at their own expense, wherever necessary or required, furnish safety devices 
and equipment and take such other precautions as may be necessary to protect life and property. 
 
The contractor shall bear all losses resulting to him or to the Owner on account of the amount or 
character of the work, or because of the nature of the area in or on which the work being done is 
different from what was estimated or expected, or account of the weather, elements or other 
causes. 
 
Unsatisfactory response to any or all of the listed services or requirements will be a basis for 
immediate termination of the contract. 
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2.1 LABOR, WORKING HOURS 
 
Contractor shall provide competent, suitably qualified personnel to perform construction. 
Contractor shall at all times maintain good discipline and order at the Site. 
 
Except as otherwise required for the safety or protection of persons or the Work or property at 
the Site or adjacent thereto all Work at the Site shall be performed during regular working hours, 
Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM.  Contractor will not 
perform Work on a Saturday, Sunday, or any legal holiday. Contractor may perform Work 
outside regular working hours or on Saturdays, Sundays, or on Saturdays, Sundays, or legal 
holidays only with Owner’s written consent, which will not be unreasonably withheld.  
Contractor will notify LRWS no less than 72 hours prior to the start of work. 
 
 
 

SECTION 4: PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
4.1 CONTRACT 
If your company requires a contract or Statement of Work in addition to the Lowcountry Water 
System’s purchase order, you must provide a sample contract with your proposal. 
 
4.2 INSURANCE 
Include a statement that your firm will comply with all the insurance requirements stated in 
Section 6. 

SECTION 5: SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA 
 
The Lowcountry Regional Water System will select the contractor who provides the lowest 
responsible and qualified proposal. The Lowcountry Regional Water System reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any and all proposals that may be in the best interest of the Lowcountry 
Regional Water System.  

SECTION 6: INSURANCE 
 
The successful qualified firm or contractor shall procure, maintain, and provide proof of 
insurance coverage for injuries to persons and/or property damage as may arise from, or in 
conjunction with, the work performed on behalf of the Lowcountry Regional Water System by 
the qualified firm or contractor, his agents, representatives, employees or subcontractors. Proof 
of coverage as contained herein shall be submitted fifteen (15) days prior to the commencement 
of work and such coverage shall be maintained by the qualified firm or contractor for the 
duration of the contract period, for occurrence policies. Include a statement in your proposal 
that your firm will comply with these insurance requirements. 
 

1. Workers’ Compensation 
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Limits as required by the Workers’ Compensation Act of SC, to include State’s 
endorsement for businesses outside of SC. Employer’s Liability, $1,000,000. 

 
2. Professional Liability 
 

Minimum limits are $1,000,000 per occurrence. 
 
Coverage Provisions 
 
1. All deductibles or self-insured retention shall appear on the certificate(s). 
 

2. Lowcountry Regional Water System, its' officers/ officials, employees, agents and volunteers 
shall be added as "additional insured" as their interests may appear. This provision does not 
apply to Professional Liability or Workers' Compensation/Employers' Liability. 
 
3. The consultant’s insurance shall be primary over any applicable insurance or self-insurance 
maintained by the Lowcountry Regional Water System. 
 
4. Shall provide 30 days written notice to the Lowcountry Regional Water system before any 
cancellation, suspension, or void of coverage in whole or part, where such provision is 
reasonable. 
 
5. All coverage for subcontractors of the consultant shall be subject to all of the requirements 
stated herein. 
 
6. All deductibles or self-insured retention shall appear on the certificate(s) and shall be subject 
to approval by the Lowcountry Regional Water System. At the option of the Lowcountry 
Regional Water System, either; the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductible or self-
insured retention; or the consultant shall be required to procure a bond guaranteeing payment of 
losses and related claims expenses. 
 
7. Failure to comply with any reporting provisions of the policy(s) shall not affect coverage 
provided the Lowcountry Regional Water System, its officers/officials, agents, employees, and 
volunteers. 
 
8. The insurer shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation against the Lowcountry Regional 
Water System, its' officers/officials, agents, employees, or volunteers for any act, omission, or 
condition of premises, which the parties may be held liable due to negligence. 
 
9. The consultant shall furnish the Lowcountry Regional Water System certificates of insurance 
including endorsements affecting coverage. The certificates are to be signed by a person 
authorized by the insurance company(s) to bind coverage on its behalf, if executed by a broker, 
notarized copy of authorization to bind, or certify coverage must be attached.  
 
10. All insurance shall be placed with insurers who are lawfully authorized to do business in the 
State of SC, and who maintain an A.M. Best rating of no less than an A: VII. If A.M. Best rating 
is less than A: VII, approval must be received from the Lowcountry Regional Water System. 
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SECTION 7: OTHER 
 
All inquiries concerning this proposal shall be addressed to: 
 

Blake Hodge, Field Operations Manager 
Lowcountry Regional Water System  
513 Elm St West 
Hampton, South Carolina 29924 
Telephone: (803) 943-1006 
Fax: (803) 943-1014 
E-mail: blake.hodge@lowcountrywater.com 

 
Contact with other departments or Lowcountry Regional Water System representatives 

without permission of the Field Operations Manager may render your proposal void. 
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CERTIFICATE OF FAMILIARITY 
 

 
The undersigned, having fully familiarized himself/herself with the information contained within 
this entire solicitation and applicable amendments, submits the attached bid and other applicable 
information to the Lowcountry Regional Water System, which I verify to be true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge. I certify that this bid is made without prior understanding, agreement, 
or connection with any corporation, firm or person submitting a bid for the same materials, 
supplies or equipment, and is in all respects, fair and without collusion or fraud. I agree to abide 
by all conditions of this bid and certify that I am authorized to sign this bid. I further certify that 
this bid is good for a period of sixty (60) days, unless otherwise stated.  
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________  
Company Name as registered    Authorized Signature with the IRS  
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________  
Correspondence Address     Printed Name  
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________  
City, State, Zip      Title  
 
___________________________________   _________________  _________________  
Date        Telephone Number  Fax Number  
 
 
 
CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE #__________________________________________  
(If Applicable) 
 
____________________________________  ____________________________________  
Remittance Address      E-mail Address (PLEASE PRINT)  
 
____________________________________  
City, State, Zip  
 
____________________________________  __________________________________  
Telephone Number      Toll-Free Number if available  
 
____________________________________  __________________________________  
Federal Tax ID Number     SC Sales and Use Tax Number 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

BIDDER’S RESPONSE SHEET 
 

Storm Debris Removal  
 
 
In submitting this proposal, the proposer certifies that they are familiar with the project and can meet 
the requirements as outlined and provided for in the Request for Proposal (RFP) documents. 
 

Base Bid Total Amount for Scope of Work as outlined in RFP 

$____________________________(numeral) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ (word) 

 

Proposer’s Authorized Signature: _____________________________________________ 

Proposer’s Name:  ____________________________________ 

Proposer’s Address: ___________________________________ 

                                  ___________________________________ 

                          ___________________________________ 

Telephone Numbers: ___________________________________ 

                                   ___________________________________ 

Other Contacts: ________________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT “B” 

EXISTING CONDITIONS:  LOCATION MAP & PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

  
 

Yemassee WWTP 
 

Railroad Ave 
 

Yemassee 
 

32.69574 
 

-80.84229 
 

Brabham  St  LS 
 

Brabham St 
 

Brunson 
 

32.92010 
 

-81.18932 
 

Brunson WWTP 
 

Deer Dr 
 

Brunson 
 

32.89614 
 

-81.19642 
 

Hampton WWTP Saluda St Hampton 32.84750 
 

-81.10197 

Bullard St LS 
 

Barry/Bullard St 
 

Hampton 
 

32.85998 
 

-81.12566 
 

Sewer Force Main 
R/W 

 

1st St to Holly St 
 

Hampton 
Start 
End 

 
32.85696 
32.85942 

 
-81.11587 
-81.10942 

Sewer Gravity Main 
R/W 

 

Luray Hwy to Barry 
Ave 

 

Hampton 
Start 
End 

 
32.87028 
32.86040 

 
-81.12465 
-81.12578 

 
     
 
 


