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The Lowcountry Regional Water System Commission held its regular monthly meeting at 4:00 pm on Tuesday, May 28, 2024 in the large conference room at the Hampton County Administrative Center in the Town of Hampton, 200 Jackson Avenue East, Hampton South Carolina. All meetings are open to the public (except for information, if any, to be discussed in Executive Sessions) and all interested parties are invited to attend.

Commission Present: 		Rocky Hudson, Brunson
				Mayor Robert Brown, Hampton
Mayor Nat Shaffer, Varnville
David Paul Murray, Yemassee
                                   	
Officers Present:         		Brian Burgess, General Manager
				Sara Craven, Secretary  
				Marlene Marchyshyn, Treasurer
Kari Foy, Engineer
Sam Baker, Wastewater Treatment
				                                                
Visitors Present:           	None
						      			  		       	                                       
 Quorum Met:              		Yes
	
1. Call to Order
Chairman Rocky Hudson called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
David Paul Murray gave the invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance - Conducted by all.

3. FOIA Compliance Report
As required by Code of Laws of South Carolina, notice of this LRWS Commission meeting was posted prominently in the offices of the Commission at least twenty-four hours in advance.  In addition, the local news media and all persons requesting notifications of meetings of the LRWS Commission were notified of the time, date, and place of such meeting. They were provided with a copy of the agenda at least twenty-four hours before this meeting.
 
4. Approval of Minutes
Moved by Robert Brown and seconded by Nat Shaffer to approve the April 23, 2024 meeting minutes. The motion carried unanimously. 

5. Reports: 

A. Financial Report- Marlene provided the financial report for April. 
B. General Managers Report- Brian informed the Commissioners that LRWS will provide Royal Restroom facilities for the Junefest. He also introduced the new Wastewater Treatment Manager. 

 (Staff Reports)
(1) Deputy General Managers Report
(2) Human Resource Managers Report
a. Marlene provided the work hours for April. 
(3) Billing Managers Report 
a. Sara provided the billing numbers for March and April in the operations report. 
(4) Engineers Report
a. Kari went over the progress of ongoing projects.
i. The Brunson WWTP Project will be advertised by June 6th. 
ii. The completion date has been pushed back for the Alpha Genesis Project. There were material delays and a delay from CSX. 
iii. The Yemassee Water & Sewer Project does not have any new updates. 
iv. Tank repairs have been completed and sandblasting is underway on the Jackson Ave Tank. 
v. We hope to bid the Industrial Area Water Tank and Main Projects out by the end of June or the beginning of July. 
vi. Water and sewer are under construction for Ironline Metals. 
vii. The Hampton County High School Project is in the submittal phase. 
(5) Field Operations Managers Report
a. Blake was not in attendance, but a report was given to the Commissioners showing work done since the last meeting. 
(6) Treatment Operations Managers Report
a. Brian went over the treatment numbers for March and April. 
6. System Member Commissioners Reports
A. Town of Brunson- The town has purchased 7 flock cameras with the Sheriff's office. 
B. Town of Gifford- Not in attendance. 
C. Town of Hampton- The town is preparing for the Watermelon Festival. Tractor Supply will be coming to Hampton in September. 
D. Town of Varnville- The town is no longer in the garbage business. S & S is now providing this service to the town. 
E. Town of Yemassee- Preparations are ongoing for the Shrimp Festival. The festival will now be held in October instead of September. Donuts with Dad will be held at the town hall on June 15th at 8:30. 
F. Hampton County- Not in attendance. 
 
7. Old Business
A) Review of “Draft Form Municipal Utility Ordinance”
Brian reviewed the Municipal Utility Ordinance and stated that the towns should have the same policy in place. 
B) Review of “Draft Policy Statement Letter” 
The draft letter was provided to the Commissioners. Brian noted that the letter was reviewed by legal counsel. Our legal counsel stated that the letter could be a part of our regulations. 

8. New Business
A) Review of “Draft Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations”
This program would allow us to impose discharge limits. 

9. Executive Session

Moved by Robert Brown, seconded by David Paul Murray to enter executive session. Motion carried. 
A)Discussion of matters related to contract negotiations and receipt of legal advice as allowed by Section 30-4-70 (a) (2 )Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of property, the receipt of legal advice relates to a pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement of legal claims, or the position of the public agency in adversary situations involving the assertion against the agency of a claim and Discussion of matters related to Economic Development Projects as allowed by Section 30-4-70 (a) (5) discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body.

Moved by Robert Brown, seconded by David Paul Murray to exit the executive session. Motion carried. 

10. Action on Items Discussed in Executive Session
No action was taken. 

11. Public Comments

12. Adjournment
Moved by Robert Brown, seconded by Nat Shaffer to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting then adjourned at 5:22 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Sara Craven.  
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