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INTRODUCTION 
 

This annual report of the Lowcountry Regional Water System is submitted to the 
governing bodies of its members as provided by Section 6-25-140 of the Code of Laws 
of South Carolina, 1976, as amended and by Article X Section 4 of the Bylaws of the 
Lowcountry Regional Water System. 
 
This report is the fifth annual report prepared by Lowcountry Regional Water System 
since its creation in 2012 and represents the forth full year of operations. All information 
and data contained herein is the best known information at the time of compilation. The 
financial statements were audited by The Brittingham Group, L.L.P., Certified Public 
Accountants. 
 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
The Audited Financial Statement for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 is included as part of this 
Annual Report and may be found as Appendix A.  

 
Sustainable Water Service for Communities, Business and the Environment  



MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Lowcountry Regional Water System is to provide the Lowcountry 
Region’s water needs to improve quality of life, economic development, and improve the 
viability of providing safe, clean and reliable water services to the citizens of the region. 

 

Vision 

Create and sustain a viable and competitive regional water system for Hampton County 
created by enabling legislation known as the Joint Authority Water and Sewer Act. 

 

Operating Philosophy and Values 

 Excellence in Customer Service 

 Professional Management 

 Well Trained Staff 

 Operational Excellence in System 
Operations 

 Regulatory compliance with 
Local, State and Federal 
Regulations 

 Implementation of Industry Best 
Practices 

 Technical Expertise with a 
Commitment to Technical 
Training and Certification for 
Employees 

 Forward Looking as Evidenced 
by Long Term Master Planning 
for Operations, Capital and 
Growth 

 Financially Strong in Managing 
Revenue, Expenses, assets and 
Liabilities 

 Independent Rate Setting By the 
Board of Commissioners that 
Each Charter Town Appoints 

 Cost Based Rates for Water and 
Wastewater Utilities 

 Alignment of Infrastructure 
Master Plans with Growth Plans 
of Hampton County Future 
Interconnections between Towns 
Where Beneficial 

 Commitment to Capital 
Improvement Plans for System 
Operations with Externally 
Generated Funding to Ensure 
Long Term Viability 

 Committed to the Community as 
a Corporate Citizen and a Key 
Player in Economic Development 
of the Region 

 LRWS has a Leadership Role in 
the Economic Development of 
the County and Region. The 
Availability of Water and Sewer 
Service is a key Factor in the Site 
Selection Process for New and 
Expanding economic 
Development Projects. 

 Committed to Safety in LRWS 
Operations and in Enhancing 
Public Safety for the 
Communities Through Improved 
Water quality and Fire Protection 

  



MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Lowcountry Regional Water System was officially chartered February 17, 2012 with 
the issuance of its Corporate Certificate by the State of South Carolina through the Office 
of Secretary of State. The governing bodies of the Town of Brunson, Town of Hampton, 
Town of Varnville, Town of Yemassee and the County of Hampton resolved to form a 
Joint System under the Joint Authority Water and Sewer Systems Act for the purpose of 
creating a regional water and sewer system for Hampton County and surrounding areas 
by consolidating the operations of certain water and sewer providers in the area, and by 
acquiring  water and sewer systems and extending service to new customers, and 
otherwise exercising all other powers available to the Joint System under law. On October 
31, 2012 the Corporate Certificate was amended to include the Town of Gifford as a 
member of the Lowcountry Regional Water System. 

The Lowcountry Regional Water System Board of Commissioners shall consist of a 
representative of each participating member. The governing bodies of each participating 
member shall by resolution appoint one Commissioner to serve as its representative. 
Additionally, each governing body may designate an alternate to serve in the absence of 
the member’s Commissioner. 

Additionally, if the Member’s municipal or county administrators or managers 
(Administrators) or their counterparts, are not appointed by the Member as a 
Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner representing the Member, the Member’s 
Administrators, or their counterparts, shall serve as ex-officio Members of the 
Commission with seat and voice but not vote. 

Member Appointments 

Participating Members Appointed Commissioners 

Town of Brunson Mr. Rocky Hudson 

Town of Brunson Mr. Terry Wright, (Alternate) 

Town of Gifford Mr. Horney Mitchell 

County of Hampton Dr. Roy Hollingsworth 

County of Hampton Ms. Rose Dobson-Elliott, (Alternate) 

Town of Hampton Mr. James Bilka 

Town of Varnville Mr. Henry Tuten 

Town of Varnville Mr. Nathaniel Shaffer, (Alternate) 

Town of Yemassee Ms. Peggy Bing - O’Banner 

Town of Yemassee Mr. Wayne Ezell, (Alternate) 

 
Commissioners and Officers 

Mr. Rocky Hudson Chairman 

Mr. James Bilka Vice-Chairman 

Mr. Henry Tuten Commissioner 

Mr. Horney Mitchell Commissioner 

Ms. Peggy Bing - O’Banner Commissioner 

Dr. Roy Hollingsworth Commissioner 



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

 

Customers & 
Citizens

Town Of Brunson 
Appointed 

Commissioner

Town of Gifford 
Appointed 

Commissioner

Town of Hampton 
Appointed 

Commissioner

Legal Counsel General Manager

Finance & Human 
Resource Director

Customer Service 
& Billing Manager

Customer Service 
Representatives 

(2)

Meter Technician

Saff Engineer

Utility Senior 
Technician 

Treatment 
Operations 
Manager

Local Coordinator

Treatment Facility 
Operators (3)

Field Operations 
Manager

Utility Technicians 
(7)

Deputy General 
Manager

County of 
Hampton 
Appointed 

Commissioner

Town of Varnville 
Appointed 

Commissioner

Town of 
Yemassee 
Appointed 

Commissioner



MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION and ANALYSIS 
 

This section presents management’s analysis of the Lowcountry Regional Water 
System’s financial condition and activities for the year.  

 

Financial Highlights 

The financial information in this report represents the fifth full year of operation since the 
Lowcountry Regional Water System officially took over physical operations on June 01, 
2013.  
 

Management and Staff are committed to finding ways to create efficiencies and promote 
savings. Utilizing basic principles and concepts of LEAN, we constantly review our 
operations and services to eliminate waste and effectively deliver value by incorporating 
changes or modifications to procedures, operations, personnel and equipment.  

 Operating Revenues were $2,828,805 

 Operating Expenses were $2,736,228 

 Operating Income was $92,577 

 Net Non-Operating Expenses were $1,462,050 

 Operating income was reported in the amount of $1,554,627 prior to capital 

contributions. This income includes $563,118 in depreciation expenses.  

 
 
Departmental Highlights 
 

 Construction was completed on the Brunson Gifford Waterline. With this project, 
the water systems in the Towns of Brunson and Gifford were connected which 
increased the reliability and resiliency of the water supply to these towns and 
provided fire protection in rural Hampton County. 
 

 Construction was completed on the Sander’s Branch and Dogwood Drive Utility 
Restoration.  This project, which was funded by FEMA and SC EMD, restored 
water and sewer lines damaged during Hurricane Matthew to their pre-disaster 
condition.   
 

 Construction was completed on the relocation of water and sewer lines necessary 
for the widening of SC Hwy 68.  The utilities that were relocated included an 8” 
force main and two 10” water lines in steel casing serving the Hampton County 
Industrial Area in Early Branch. 
 

 Rehabilitation of sewer infrastructure along Jackson Ave in the Town of Hampton 
was completed. This project, which was funded by CDBG, repaired or replaced a 



portion of old broken and damaged sewer pipe within the town. The project utilized 
trenchless technologies such as pipe bursting and cured in place pipe lining 
techniques to minimize disturbance and disruption.  
 

 Construction began on the Salkehatchie Sewer Upgrade in the Town of 
Yemassee.  This project is designed to upgrade the condition and capacity of the 
sewer collection mains that serve many residents throughout the Town and also 
receives wastewater from Hampton County’s I-95 interchange and industrial area. 
 

 Construction began on a mutli-division water and wastewater improvements 
project funded by a USDA loan/grant totaling $8,344,000.  The project includes 
removal of biosolids from the Hampton and Yemassee WWTPs, sewer 
infrastructure rehab in the Town of Hampton, a system wide metering upgrade, 
and rehab of elevated tanks in Yemassee and Gifford. 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Many projects are being implemented for the improvement of water and wastewater 
infrastructure. The following table provides information on these improvements. 
 

Project Description Estimated 
Cost 

Funding 
Status 

Project Status 

Brunson Gifford Waterline $1,498,000 Funded Complete 

Sander’s Branch and Dogwood Drive 
Utility Restoration 

$349,300 Funded Complete 

Hwy 68 Utility Relocation $210,000 Funded Complete 

Jackson Ave Sewer Rehab $706,500 Funded Complete 

Salkehatchie Sewer Upgrade $875,000 Funded Construction 

Water & Sewer System Improvements 
Including 
Div. I- Sludge Removal at Hampton & 
Yemassee WWTP 
Div. II-Hampton Sewer Main Rehab 
Div. III- Metering System Upgrade 
Div. IIII- Yemassee & Gifford Tank Rehab  
Operations Equipment Purchases  
 

$8,344,000 Funded Construction 

Town of Brunson Wastewater Treatment & 
Sewer Rehab 

$7,541,600 Funded Design/Permitting 

Nix St Neighborhood Revitalization $375,700 Funded Design/Permitting 

Lightsey/Kinard Sewer Rehab $552,000 Funded Design/Permitting 

Gifford Waterline Extension $460,900 Funded Development 

    

Total Amount of All Projects $20,913,000   

Total Amount of Funded Projects $20,913,000   

Total Amount of Unfunded Projects $0   

 



                                   BUDGETARY PROCEDURES 
The Lowcountry Regional Water System Fiscal Year begins October 1st of each year and 
ends on September 30th of the subsequent calendar year. 

The annual operations budget is developed under the guidance of the General Manager. 
In June of each calendar year, department heads are provided preliminary information for 
review and development of their departments projected operational and capital needs for 
the ensuing fiscal year. These requests will be reviewed, compiled and developed into a 
preliminary budget document. This preliminary budget document will then be reviewed by 
the General Manager. Internal discussions with the Department Heads will be held to 
insure and clarify the needs of the departments and a final draft will be developed. Once 
a final draft is developed the General Manager will submit this draft with supporting 
information to the Commission of the Lowcountry Regional Water System. The 
Commission will review the draft budget and make a determination if a rate adjustment 
beyond any pre-approved adjustments may be required. If a rate adjustment may be 
required, the General Manager shall provide a proposed rate adjustment to the full 
Commission for review, approval and adoption.     

BUDGET  
The following table represents the Commission adopted budgeted operating revenues 
and expenditures and the actual operating revenues and expenditures for Fiscal Year 
2017-2018. 

Item Budgeted Actual Variance 

Revenues    

Water Revenue $1,063,810 $1,090,916           $27,106 

Wastewater Revenue $1,401,626 $1,385,867         ($15,759) 

Operating Revenue $360,931 $381,066          $20,135 

Totals $2,826,367 $2,857,849         $31,482 

Item Budgeted Actual Variance 

Expenditures    

Water Treatment $242,686 $185,184 ($57,502) 

Water Distribution $628,008 $678,770 $50,762 

Wastewater Treatment $815,713 $814,374 ($1,339) 

Wastewater Collection $311,800 $307,475 ($4,325) 

Administrative $828,160 $864,928 $36,768 

Totals $2,826,367 $2,850,731 $24,364 



OUTSTANDING INDEBTEDNESS  
 

The following table presents information on the debt obligations of the Lowcountry 
Regional Water System as of September 30, 2018. 

Town/ 
LRWS 

Lien Holder/ 
Issuer 

Yea
r/ 

Seri
es 

Original 
Notes/Bonds 

Outstanding 
Notes/Bonds 

9/30/18 

Interes
t Rate 

Final 
Maturity 

LRWS Carter Bank 
201
6A 

$2,417,000 $2,224,000 2.70% 2036 

Varnville US Bank 
200
9 

$390,000 $45,962 3.76% 2019 

LRWS 

Palmetto       
State  Bank 

    USDA 

201
8 

6,480,000 $4,644,138 2.35%  

       

Total 

Original Notes & Bonds 
Outstanding Notes & Bonds as of 

September 30, 2018 

$9,287,000.00       $6,914,100 

 
 



 

RATES, FEES & CHARGES 
 

LOWCOUNTRY REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM 

WATER & WASTEWATER RATE SCHEDULE 

EFFECTIVE AS OF OCTOBER 2016 

 
 

Description  RESIDENTIAL 

COMMERCIAL1 
 

   

WATER  WATER 

SYSTEM  Monthly Base Charge: 

Brunson  $ 13.50 

Gifford  $ 13.50 

Hampton  $ 13.50 

Varnville  $ 13.50 

Yemassee  $ 13.50 

   

SYSTEM  Volumetric Rate ($/1,000): 

Brunson  $ 3.50 

Gifford  $ 3.50 

Hampton  $ 3.50 

Varnville  $ 3.50 

Yemassee  $ 3.50 

  
 

WASTEWATER  WASTEWATER 

SYSTEM  Monthly Base Charge: 

Brunson  $ 16.50 

Gifford  $ 16.50 

Hampton  $ 16.50 

Varnville  $ 16.50 

Yemassee  $ 16.50 

   

SYSTEM  Volumetric Rate ($/1,000): 

Brunson  $ 6.00 

Gifford  $ 6.00 

Hampton  $ 6.00 

Varnville  $ 6.00 

Yemassee  $ 6.00 

                                            
1 At the discretion of the Commission, the rates and charges for commercial customers whose anticipated 
use exceeds 100,000 gallons per month may be established by individual contracts negotiated with those 
customers. 



TOTAL CUSTOMER COUNT BY TOWN 
 

Town 

Residential 
Water 

Customers 

Commercial 
Water 

Customers Total 

% of 
Residential 

Water 
Customers 

% of 
Commercial 

Water 
Customers 

% of Water 
customers By 
System Total 

Brunson 224 17 241 92% 8%              7% 

Gifford 102 8 110 94% 6% 3% 

Hampton 1217 250 1467 82% 18% 46% 

Varnville 770 102 872 88% 12%  27% 

Yemassee 420 62 482 87% 13% 15% 

Total       2733 439 3172             

 
  



TOTAL CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 
 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 604 22% 
 

69% 

 

234 53% 

75% 

838 26% 

70% 
1,000-1,999 542 19% 44 10% 586 18% 

2,000-2,999 478 17% 28 6% 506 15% 

3,000-3,999 322 11% 27 6% 349 11% 

4,000-4,999 254 9%  13 2%  267 8%  

5,000-5,999 171 6%  7 1%  178 5%  

6,000-6,999 101 3%  7 1%  108 3%  

7,000-7,999 90 3%  10 2%  100 3%  

8,000 + 174 6%  66 15%  240 7%  

Total 2736   436   3172   

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF BRUNSON CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 
 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 51 23% 

67% 

8 47% 

88% 

59 25% 

68% 
1,000-1,999 22 9% 4 24% 26 10% 

2,000-2,999 41 19% 1 6% 42 18% 

3,000-3,999 35 16% 2 11% 37 15% 

4,000-4,999 26 11%  1 6%  27 12%  

5,000-5,999 19 8%  0 0%  19 8%  

6,000-6,999 6 2%  0 0%  6 2%  

7,000-7,999 8 3%  0 0%  8 3%  

8,000 + 16 7%  1 6%  17 7%  

Total 224   17   241   

 

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF GIFFORD CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 
 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 16 15% 

75% 

4 50% 

87% 

20 18% 

76% 
1,000-1,999 17 16% 1 12% 18 16% 

2,000-2,999 24 24% 2 25% 26 24% 

3,000-3,999 20 20% 0 0% 20 18% 

4,000-4,999 4 4%  0 0%  4 4%  

5,000-5,999 8 8%  0 0%  8 7%  

6,000-6,999 4 4%  0 0%  4 4%  

7,000-7,999 3 3%  1 12%  4 4%  

8,000 + 6 6%  0 0%  6 5%  

Total 102   8   110   

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF HAMPTON CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 
 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 313 26% 

70% 

147 59% 

77% 

460 31% 
 

70% 

 

1,000-1,999 192 16% 21 8% 213 15% 

2,000-2,999 201 17% 11 4% 212 14% 

3,000-3,999 131 11% 15 6% 146 10% 

4,000-4,999 127 10%  8 3%  135 9%  

5,000-5,999 84 7%  5 2%  89 7%  

6,000-6,999 47 4%  4 2%  51 3%  

7,000-7,999 44 3%  5 2%  49 3%  

8,000 + 78 6%  34 14%  112 8%  

Total 1217   250   1467   

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF VARNVILLE CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 

 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 171 22% 

80% 

48 47% 

75% 

219 25% 

79% 
1,000-1,999 231 31% 17 17% 248 28% 

2,000-2,999 141 18% 8 8% 149 17% 

3,000-3,999 73 9% 3 3% 76 9% 

4,000-4,999 40 5%  3 3%  43 5%  

5,000-5,999 36 5%  0 0%  36 4%  

6,000-6,999 21 3%  2 1%  23 3%  

7,000-7,999 17 2%  3 3%  20 2%  

8,000 + 40 5%  18 18%  58 7%  

  Total 770   102   872   

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF YEMASSEE CUSTOMER COUNT BY CONSUMPTION 
 

Gallons Residential % % Commercial % % Total % % 

0-999 53 13% 

64% 

27 44% 

68% 

80 17% 

64% 
1,000-1,999 79 19% 2 3% 81 17% 

2,000-2,999 71 17% 6 10% 77 16% 

3,000-3,999 63 15% 7 11% 70 14% 

4,000-4,999 56 13%  2 3%  58 12%  

5,000-5,999 24 6%  2 3%  26 5%  

6,000-6,999 22 5%  2 3%  24 5%  

7,000-7,999 18 4%  1 2%  19 4%  

8,000 + 34 8%  13 21%  47 10%  

Total 420   62   482   

  



ANNUAL WATER PRODUCTION  
 

System 
Gallons 

Produced 

Gallons   
Residential 

Sales 

Gallons   
Commercial 

Sales 

Total Gallons 
From Sales 

Gallons 
Unaccounted 

% 
Unaccounted 

Brunson 11,989,930 9,419,778 7,656,837 17,076,615 (5,086,685) -42% 

Gifford 24,477,000 3,765,143 283,035 4,048,178 20,428,822 83% 

Hampton 107,907,750 107,907,750 49,819,000 20,764,000 37,324,750 35% 

Hampton 
Cnty 

1,858,003 1,858,003 434,000 434,000 1,424,003 77% 

Varnville 80,432,170 28,821,044 18,786,218 47,607,262 32,824,908 41% 

Yemassee 55,697,693 18,619,836 9,835,752 28,455,588 27,242,105 49% 

Total 282,362,546 170,391,554 86,814,842 118,385,643 119,244,588 42% 

 

ANNUAL WASTEWATER TREATED 
 

System 
Gallons 
Treated 

Gallons   
Residential 

Sales 

Gallons  
Commercia

l Sales 

Total Gallons 
From Sales 

Gallons   
Unaccounted 

Sources 

% 
Unaccounted 

Brunson 78,486,900 8,569,000 6,329,100 18,723,627 59,763,273 76% 

Gifford 4,176,000 4,015,000 161,000 4,176,000 0 0% 

Hampton 297,515,600 46,963,000 17,682,000 64,717,907 232,797,693 78% 

Hampton 
Cnty 

236,920 0 220,000 236,920 236,920 0% 

Varnville 126,835,400 22,443,816 16,442,778 38,886,594 87,948,806 69% 

Yemassee 64,126,600 13,358,000 9,994,000 26,838,150 37,288,450 58% 

Total 571,377,420 95,348,816 50,828,878 153,579,198 417,798,222 73% 

 

 



DAILY WATER & WASTEWATER PRODUCTION & SALES AVERAGES 
  

System 
Gallons 
Water  

Produced  

Gallons 
Water Sold 
Residential 

Gallons 
Water Sold 
Commercial 

Gallons 
Wastewater 

Treated  

Gallons 
Wastewater 

Received 
Residential 

Gallons 
Wastewater 

Received 
Commercial 

Brunson 32,849 25,808 20,978 148,832 22,931 14,509 

Gifford 67,060 10,315 775 10,939 10,164 775 

Hampton 295,638 136,490 56,888 558,498 125,178 46,241 

Hampton 
Cnty 

5,090 0 1189 1189 0 1189 

Varnville 220,362 78,962 51,469 255,070 67,892 49,021 

Yemassee 152,596 51,013 26,947 184,908 37,873 25,153 

Total 773,595 302,588 158,246 1,159,436 264,038 136,888 

  



 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Infrastructure Description Quantity 

Elevated Water Storage Tanks 9 

Hydro-pneumatic Water Storage Tanks 1 

Potable Water Production Wells 13 

Process Water Production Wells 1 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities 3 

Wastewater Lift Stations 22 

Water Distribution Mains (Miles) 88 

Wastewater Collection Mains (Miles) 70 

Ground Storage Tanks 1 

Fire Pump 1 

Fire Hydrants 430 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SYSTEM CAPACITIES 
 

WATER PRODUCTION CAPACITY 

System Production Capacity (Gallons Per Day) 

Town of Brunson 122,000 

Town of Gifford 432,000 

Town of Hampton 919,000 

Hampton County 
(Lowcountry Regional Industrial Park) 
(Southern Carolina Industrial Campus) 

288,000 

Town of Varnville 458,000 

Town of Yemassee 203,000 

Total Production Capacity of All 
Systems 

2,422,000 

 

 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT CAPACITY 

System Production Capacity (Gallons Per Day) 

Town of Brunson 110,000 

Town of Hampton 2,000,000 

Town of Yemassee 500,000 

Total Production Capacity of All 
Systems 

2,610,000 

 



 
 

BILLINGS and COLLECTIONS 
 
 

Water Billings and Collections Summary for Past 5 Years  

Fiscal Year Ending Billings Collections Collection Rate 

2018 $2,754,464.74 $2,753,013.59 99.94% 

2017 $2,768,567.27 $2,769,550.27 100.03% 

2016 $2,715,843.93 $2,716,046.84 100.01% 

2015 $2,696,640.52 $2,673,184.80 99.13% 

2014 $2,300,592.86 $2,281,230.66 99.16% 
Source: LRWS QS1 Billing Software and LRWS Operations and Financial Report 
              

 
  



 

WATER & SEWER CHARGES 

COMPARED WITH OTHER SYSTEMS 
 

Residential Water & Sewer Charges Based on 5,000 Gallons per Month Usage 

Utility System Water Charges Sewer Charges Total 

Lowcountry Regional Water System $31.00 $46.50 $77.50 

Town of Estill $28.11 $37.91 $66.02 

City of Walterboro  $15.60 $21.55 $37.15 

Town of Fairfax $20.93 $25.90 $46.83 

Town of Allendale $24.57 $28.20 $52.77 

Beaufort Jasper W&S Authority $25.55 $42.90 $68.45 

City of Bamberg $32.00 $49.32 $81.32 

City of Charleston $20.84 $65.36 $86.20 

City of Columbia $17.60 $33.92 $51.52 

Lexington Cty. Joint Municipal W&S $43.56 $44.68 $88.24 

Newberry County W&S Authority $49.50 $56.00 $105.50 

McCormick County Water & Sewer $36.00 $57.50 $93.50 

Source: SC Rural Infrastructure Authority Office of Local Government 2018 Municipal Water and Sewer Rate Survey 

 
 
  



 
 
 

DEBT PER CUSTOMER 
  
Combined System Debt per Customer Summary for Past 5 Years  

Fiscal Year Ending Total Debt Annual Debt Service # Customers 
Per Customer Annual 

Debt 
Per Capita Total Debt 

2018 $2,754,465                                             $217,011 3,172 $68.41 $868 

2017 $2,757,253 $217,011 3,089 $70.25 $878 

2016 $2,849,563 $217,011 3,089 $70.25 $922 

2015 $2,873,636 $253,551 3,079 $82.35 $933 

2014 $3,217,724 $306,866 3,146 $97.54 $1,022 

2013 $3,369,976 $306,866 3,082 $99.57 $1,093 
Source: LRWS QS1 Billing Software and LRWS Operations and Financial Reports 

(1) Debt Amounts Do not Include Pension Liabilities or Compensated Absences 

 
 

 

 

  



 

DEMOGRAPHIC and ECONOMIC STATISTICS 
Hampton County Demographic and Economic Statistics Summary for Past 6 Years  

Fiscal Year Ending Population 
Total Personal Income 

($000’s) 
Per Capita Personal 

Income 
Household 

Median Income 
Unemployment Rate 

Annual Average 

Percent At or 
Below Poverty 

Level 

2018 20,840 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 3.8% 17.5% 

2017 19,602 $346,485 $17,676 $32,147 4.1% 18.4% 

2016 19,922 $572,227 $28,723 $31,734 5.8% 17.5% 

2015 20,056 $550,763 $27,461 $31,410 8.5% 20.8% 

2014 20,400 $537,435 $26,345 $34,494 7.7% 23.1% 

2013 20,378 $526,467 $25,835 $34,233 9.3% 25.2% 

2012 20,725 $543,893 $26,243 $35,713 11.2% 24.7% 

Source: US Census Bureau; US Bureau of Economic Analysis; US Department of Labor – Bureau of Labor Statistics; SC Department of Employment & Workforce 
             2018: Population information based on surveys. Some information for 2018 unavailable as of March 2019. 
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TOP TEN WATER USERS 

2018 

                                                               Water Consumption for 12 Consecutive Months  

 

Customer 

Water Used 

Annually 2018 
Customer 

Water Used 
Annually 

2017 
Customer 

Water 
Used 

Annually 
2016 

Brunson Laundry 6,766,837 Brunson Laundry 6,723,172 Brunson Laundry 6,404,000 

Hampton Regional Medical 6,101,000 Alpha Genesis Inc. 5,261,000 Hampton Regional Medical 4,954,000 

Alpha Genesis Inc. 5,498,000 Hampton Regional Medical 5,107,000 Alpha Genesis Inc. 4,935,000 

Varnville Area Housing 3,202,000 Varnville Area Housing 3,701,000 Varnville Area Housing 3,110,000 

Southeastern Housing 2,155,000 
Varnville Area Housing # 2 2,315,000 Hampton County Courthouse 

Irrigation 
2,599,000 

HC Courthouse- Irrigation 2,021,000 Southeastern Housing 2,182,000 Hampton Garden Apartments 2,215,000 

Varnville Area Housing 1,419,000 Hampton County Courthouse Irrigation 2,100,000 Varnville Area Housing # 2 1,909,000 

HC Law Enforcement Center 1,057,000 
Hampton County Law Enforcement 
(Jail) 

1,249,000 Hampton County Law 
Enforcement (Jail) 

1,281,000 

Varnville Laundry & Car Wash 978,000 Rodeway Inn 1,220,000 Varnville Laundry & Car Wash 1,081,000 

Hari Aum. Inc. 916,000 Varnville Laundry & Car Wash 1,055,000 Rodeway Inn 1,048,000 

Source: LRWS QS1 Billing Software 
 

 
  



 
 

TOP TEN EMPLOYERS 
 

Top Ten Employers Served by LRWS during 2017-2018 

Customer 
# of Employees 

2017 

# of Employees 

2018 

Rank 

2018 

% of Total County 
Employment 

2018 

Hampton County School District #1 347 418 1 5.23% 

Hampton Regional Medical 267 292 2 3.65% 

County of Hampton 235 245 3 3.06% 

LeCreuset of America 144 190 4 2.37% 

Alpha Genesis(1) 120 146 5 1.82% 

Love’s Travel Stop  70 6 0.87% 

R&L Carriers 55 60 7 0.75% 

Brunson Laundry/Lowcountry Medical Linens 48 46 8 0.57% 

J.R Wilson Construction 42 42 9 0.52% 

Spencer Industries 23 23 10 0.28% 

Source: Hampton County Economic & Development Office, SCWorks.org (2018) Total Employed in Hampton County: 7843 (2017) & 7991 (2018) 
(1) Alpha Genesis is in Beaufort County in the Town of Yemassee and Served by LRWS 
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THE BRITTINGHAM GROUP, L.L.P. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
501 STATE STREET 

POST OFFICE BOX 5949 
WEST COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29171 

 

PHONE: (803) 739-3090 
FAX: (803) 791-0834 

The Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board of Commissioners 

Lowcountry Regional Water System 

513 Elm Street West 

Hampton, South Carolina 29924 

We are pleased to have the opportunity to provide you with this executive summary of the audit 

of the Lowcountry Regional Water System’s (the “System”) financial statements dated 

September 30, 2018. Our opinion dated February 13, 2019 on the September 30, 2018 financial 

statements was unmodified.  Auditing standards require that certain matters related to the 

conduct of our audit be communicated to the Board of Commissioners.  Those matters requiring 

communication are as follows: 

The Brittingham Group, L.L.P.’s Responsibility under Auditing Standards Generally 

Accepted in the United States of America 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 

States of America which are designed to provide reasonable assurance that the financial 

statements are free of material misstatement.  We also obtained a sufficient understanding of the 

internal control structure to plan the audit and to determine the nature, timing and extent of the 

tests to be performed. 

Major Issues Discussed with Management Prior to Retention 

There were no major issues discussed with management prior to retention. 

The Adoption of, or a Change in, an Accounting Principle 

The System adopted the provisions of GASB 89 Accounting for Interest Cost Incurred Before the 

End of a Construction Period during the year ended September 30, 2018. 

Methods of Accounting for Significant Unusual Transactions and for Controversial or 

Emerging Areas 

There were no matters that are required to be reported for this item. 

Sensitive Accounting Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally 

accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 



 

assumptions that affect the amounts reported in the financial statements and accompanying 

notes.  Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

Significant Audit Adjustments 

An audit adjustment, whether or not recorded by the entity based on materiality to the financial 

statements taken as a whole, is a proposed correction of the financial statements that, in the 

auditor’s judgment, may not have been detected except through the auditing procedures 

performed. 

No significant audit adjustments were posted as a result of our procedures. However, several 

significant adjustments were made known to us by management during the course of the audit. 

These adjustments were prepared in order to account for certain items that are reported in the 

annual financial statements but are not included in interim financial reporting. The more 

significant of these items include adjustments for pension liability and depreciation expense. 

Disagreements with Management 

There were no disagreements with management. 

Consultations with Other Accountants 

We are not aware of any instances in which management consulted with other accountants about 

significant accounting, auditing and reporting matters. 

Difficulties Encountered in Dealing with Management When Performing the Audit 

There were no difficulties encountered in dealing with management when performing the audit. 

* * * * * 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners , management 

and others within the organization. 

 
West Columbia, South Carolina 

February 13, 2019 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

                  Lowcountry Regional Water System 
513 Elm St West 

Hampton, SC 29924 
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